The cold weather is here and
the new year
is just around
the corner. God
sent His Son
into this cold
world to thaw
the cold hearts
of humanity.
Over 2,000
years later, He
still expects us
to do our part
by allowing
His warmth to
retain those defrosting characteristics in our
own hearts.
“Let your light
so shine before
men, that they
may see your
good works,
and glorify your
Father which
is in heaven”
(Matt. 5:16).
Deadlines for
articles:
February 1st
May 1st
August 1st
November 1st
My email
address is:
tcogtn@gmail.
com.
Kryss Barick
Tennessee
State Paper

FROM THE STATE
OVERSEER’S DESK
Harvey Anders

OLD EDDIE
It happens every Friday
evening, almost without
fail, when the sun resembles a giant orange and
is starting to dip into the
blue ocean. Old Ed comes
strolling along the beach to
his favorite pier. Clutched in
his bony hand is a bucket
of shrimp.
Ed walks out to the end
of the pier, where it seems
he almost has the world to
himself. The glow of the
sun is a golden bronze now.
Everybody’s gone, except
for a few joggers on the
beach. Standing out on the
end of the pier, Ed is alone
with his thoughts, and his
bucket of shrimp.
Before long, however, he
is no longer alone. Up in
the sky a thousand white
dots come screeching and
squawking, winging their
way toward that lanky
frame standing there on
the end of the pier. Before
long, dozens of seagulls
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have enveloped him, their
wings fluttering and flapping wildly.
Ed stands there tossing
shrimp to the hungry birds.
As he does, if you listen
closely, you can hear him
say with a smile, ‘Thank
you. Thank you.’
In a few short minutes the bucket is empty.
But Ed doesn’t leave.
He stands there lost in
thought, as though transported to another time
and place. Invariably, one
of the gulls lands on his
sea-bleached, weatherbeaten hat – an old military
hat he’s been wearing for
years. When he finally turns
around and begins to walk
back toward the beach, a
few of the birds hop along
the pier with him until he
gets to the stairs, and then
they, too, fly away. And
old Ed quietly makes his
way down to the end of the
beach and on home.

If you were sitting there on the
pier with your fishing line in the
water, Ed might seem like ‘a funny
old duck,’ as my dad used to say.
Or, ‘a guy that’s a sandwich shy
of a picnic,’ as my kids might say.
To onlookers, he’s just another old
codger, lost in his own weird world,
feeding the seagulls with a bucket
full of shrimp.
To the onlooker, rituals can
look either very strange or very
empty. They can seem altogether
unimportant, maybe even a lot
of nonsense. Old folks often do
strange things, at least in the eyes
of Boomers and Busters. Most of
them would probably write Old Ed
off, down there in Florida.
That’s too bad. They’d do well to
know him better. His full name: Eddie Rickenbacker. He was a famous
hero back in World War II. On one
of his flying missions across the
Pacific, he and his seven-member
crew went down. Miraculously, all
of the men survived, crawled out
of their plane, and climbed into
a life raft. Captain Rickenbacker
and his crew floated for days on
the rough waters of the Pacific.
They fought the sun. They fought
sharks. Most of all, they fought
hunger. By the eighth day their
rations ran out. No food. No water.
They were hundreds of miles from
land and no one knew where they
were. They needed a miracle.
That afternoon they had a simple
devotional service and prayed for
a miracle. They tried to nap. Eddie
leaned back and pulled his military
cap over his nose. Time dragged.
All he could hear was the slap of
the waves against the raft.

Suddenly, Eddie felt something
land on the top of his cap. It was
a seagull! Old Ed would later
describe how he sat perfectly still,
planning his next move. With a
flash of his hand and a squawk
from the gull, he managed to grab
it and wring its neck. He tore the
feathers off, and he and his starving crew made a meal – a very
slight meal for eight men – of it.
Then they used the intestines for
bait. With it, they caught fish,
which gave them food and more
bait, and the cycle continued.
With that simple survival technique, they were able to endure
the rigors of the sea until they were
found and rescued. (after 24 days
at sea.)
Eddie Rickenbacker lived
many years beyond that ordeal, but he never forgot the
sacrifice of that first lifesaving
seagull. And he never stopped
saying, ‘Thank you.’ That’s why
almost every Friday night he would
walk to the end of the pier with a
bucket full of shrimp and a heart full of
gratitude.
(Max Lucado, In The Eye of the
Storm, pp. 221, 225-226)
P.S.: Eddie was also an Ace in
WW I and started Eastern Airlines.
Eddie Rickenbacher was like the
leper who came back to thank the
Jesus for the healing.
Luke 17:11-17
11 And it came to pass, as he
went to Jerusalem, that he passed
through the midst of Samaria and
Galilee.
12 And as he entered into a
certain village, there met him ten

2

men that were lepers, which stood
afar off:
13 And they lifted up their voices,
and said, Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us.
14 And when he saw them, he
said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came
to pass, that, as they went, they
were cleansed.
15 And one of them, when he saw
that he was healed, turned back,
and with a loud voice glorified God,
16 And fell down on his face at
his feet, giving him thanks: and he
was a Samaritan.
17 And Jesus answering said,
Were there not ten cleansed? but
where are the nine?
Are we truly thankful for all that
Christ did for you and me, and
provided for us?
Psalms 116:17
I will offer to thee the sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and will call upon the
name of the LORD.

We live in a world that feels that
they are entitled they are unthankful, unholy.
2 Timothy 3:1, 2
1 This know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy
As children of God we should rise
up each day giving thanks for all
that the Lord has given us.
Psalms 34:1
I will bless the LORD at all times:
his praise shall continually be in
my mouth.
The last Thursday in November
we set aside and celebrate Thanksgiving, but as children of God, we
should give thanks daily!
1 Thessaonians 5:18
In every thing give thanks: for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.

SOLD OUT FOR JESUS

Tennessee VLB Coordinators—Chandler & Heather Fox
It’s that time of year again where
everyone is making their “New
Year’s Resolutions.” If you’re like
us, and probably 99% of people,
they don’t last very long. I think
it’s safe to say that everyone starts
their year and resolutions with
a true and pure intent to follow
through and continue the whole
year. Unfortunately, not long after
the year starts, most of them fall
by the wayside.
Our relationships with The Lord
are far too important to “fall by

the wayside.” We can’t go into our
relationships with Him with a “diet
mentality.” It must be a complete
lifestyle change. I think that’s
where it can get messy sometimes.
Even without us realizing it, we
can go into our relationships with
The Lord as if it were a diet. We
have pure intentions of following
through, but a diet only lasts for
so long. We focus on “things we
have to give up” instead of things
we are gaining by allowing God to
perform a full lifestyle change in
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us. When we change our lifestyles
to reflect the change in our hearts,
our focus changes from looking at
the things of this world, to looking
at the things above. Ephesians
6:11-18 talks about putting on the
armour of God. I would encourage
you to go back and read those
verses soon to remind yourself of
the weapons the Lord has given us
to stand strong for Him against the
wiles of the enemy.
As this new year begins, we
challenge you to set aside last year
and put your focus on Christ. We
challenge you to make a lifestyle
change and give God your all. Let’s
put on the whole armour of God
and move forward into this year
with willing hearts, ready to work
for Him!
Please be praying and preparing
yourself for Youth Retreat and

Convention! They are quickly approaching. Youth Retreat will be
January 17-19 at the same place
it was held last year; The Cedars
of Lebanon in Lebanon, Tennessee.
The tuition will be $50 which will
cover your food and lodging for
the weekend. Applications and
deposits of $20 are encouraged
to be in by December 31st but we
will still take your applications and
deposits, just let us know as soon
as possible.
Youth Convention will be held
at the Murfreesboro church, April
17-18. We will have a food and fellowship on Saturday after services,
so please come prepared to play
volleyball or games!
We can’t wait to see what The
Lord has in store for this year! We
love you all!

OPERATION DEPLOYMENT
Tennessee WMB Coordinator — Missy Hawkins

“There is one safe and happy
place, and that is in the will of God”
I am sure this quote from David
Livingstone rings true to each one
who has followed God’s perfect will.
No matter where He sends or what
He would have one to do, this is
where true satisfaction lies. “Jesus
saith unto them, My meat is to do
the will of him that sent me, and to
finish his work” (John 4:34).
Allow me to share what commentator Adam Clark had to say about
this verse. “My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me - In these
words, our blessed Lord teaches
a lesson of zeal and earnestness
to his apostles, and to all their

successors in the Christian ministry.
Let the salvation of souls lie nearer
your heart than life itself. Let eating and drinking, labor and rest,
reading, thinking, study, prayer,
and all things, be directed to the
accomplishment of this great work.
Ministers of Jesus! imitate your
Lord! Souls are perishing for lack
of knowledge - God has given you
the knowledge of His Word - O open
unto them the gate of life! They are
dropping by thousands into hell! O
pluck the brands out of the burning!”
Let us have this same urgency and
seek to find God’s perfect will for our
lives; souls are depending on us!
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ENCOURAGING WORDS
FROM THE PAST
Criston McMillan

A. J. Tomlinson said, “There is
one thing we can all do if nothing
else. We can be men and women
for God, instead of a crowd of
spoiled babies, crying around and
whining because we cannot have
our pettish ways. When Isreal
won the victory at Jericho, they
all marched together, then they
all shouted together, then they all
went up into the city everyman
straight before him, and they
took the city. In giving a brief
description of this wonderful event
many years later the writer of
hebrews says, 'By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down, after they were
compassed about seven days.'
But this faith did not materialize
until all Isreal marched, marched,
marched, in perfect silence as far
as conversation was concerned, for
seven days, in perfect obedience to
their commander.
"We are now on the march,
march, march! The Jericho walls
of opposition to our advancement

must fall, fall, fall! And they will fall
down flat before us in proportion
to our faith, and our faith will materialize in proportion to our obedience and unity of action. Perfect
organization and concerted action
will save souls, and house them
in the great Church of God by the
thousands. No unity, no organization, no system, no obedience, no
concerted action, will damn souls
in the abyss of everlasting punishment by the millions."
(Book of mintues, Twelfth Assembly, 1916, pages 230, 231.)
Praise the Lord! What encouraging words from our former General
Overseer! Yes indeed, we all must
have unity, organization, system,
obedience, and concerted action.
These are operating in the Church,
but may God grant unto His servants a greater zeal and unity!
Church in Tennessee let's March,
March, March! Then watch all the
walls Fall, Fall, FALL!!! God bless
and love you all.

HOLINESS
Casey Raby

“For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness” (1
Thess. 4:7).
Both my family, and I recently
heard a man downgrading this
biblical doctrine. According to him,
to be able to reach souls in the
day and age we’re living in today,
we must bring ourselves into the

mindsets of their generation;
leaving the old paths behind and
pressing and conforming to the
new age path.
Everyday, the whispers of the
enemy in the religious world, speak
more and more loudly. “Don’t
preach so straight! You’ll loose your
youth if you do! Look how free they
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are! Don’t bring to them a message
that will cause them to leave.”
Sadly, many have yielded to
the enemy’s voice, and because
of this, these young people, and
even those who are older, are
being led to hell with smiles on
their faces, with up-raised hands,
and shouts resounding from their
lips, thinking that they have true
victory! But their worship is vain!
Though I believe that there are
those who are following the Lord
and His Word the best they can,
walking in true worship, with a true
heart, to the Lord in the religious
world today, I also believe that,
in the midst of these, there are
those who do NOT. I believe that
these have chosen to deny what
they were once taught and make
up their own doctrine and seek to
cause others to blindly follow them
with beautifully painted pictures
of the new age God, that accepts
all in whatever lifestyle they live,
because, “Hey, you were saved
when you were 13 years old, no
matter what you do. You are still
saved! God’s Grace hides that sin;
Past, Present and Future!”
NO!!!! This is NOT biblical victory!
If one continues to live in sin, what
exactly have they gained victory
over? If it was okay to live a life
of sin, then why did Jesus have to
come and die?
These false teachers are those
“having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof...” and
we, that are of the truth, are commanded, “...from such turn away”
(2 Tim. 3:5).
Don’t turn your ears to a lie!
Listen to the voice of the truth,

Amen! Jesus said, “..Every one that
is of the truth heareth my voice”
(John 18:37).
Paul concurs with these words, “I
marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel:
Which is not another; but there be
some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But
though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As
we said before, so say I now again,
If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received,
let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:6-9).
There is ONE gospel. And any
other gospel that goes against it,
is not of it! Amen!! The doctrine
of and call to holiness have not
ceased! Holiness is still a requirement for all who claim the name of
Jesus! Amen!
“For I am the Lord your God: ye
shall therefore sanctify yourselves,
and ye shall be holy; for I am
holy:....For I am the Lord that
bringeth you up out of the land
of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall
therefore be holy, for I am holy”
(Lev. 11:44, 45).
“And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and
say unto them, Ye shall be holy:
for I the Lord your God am holy”
(Lev. 19:1, 2).
“Sanctify yourselves therefore,
and be ye holy: for I am the Lord
your God. And ye shall keep my
statutes, and do them: I am the
Lord which sanctify you” (Lev.
20:7, 8).
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Some may argue the fact that
these texts are from the Old Testament, which is true, but, it is the
same God!! And in Malachi 3:6, we
find the clear truth, “For I am the
LORD, I change not.” In Hebrews
13:8, we read the same truth,
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever.”
God’s views concerning holiness
have not changed, nor will they
ever. It is required for all who claim
His name! We can find the command to holiness in the New Testament as well, “But as he which
hath called you is holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy;
for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:15, 16).
“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1).
“Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
“For this is the will of God, even
your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication: That every one of you should know how to
possess his vessel in sanctification
and honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles
which know not God: That no man
go beyond and defraud his brother
in any matter: because that the
Lord is the avenger of all such, as
we also have forewarned you and
testified. For God hath not called
us unto uncleanness, but unto
holiness” (1 Thess. 4:3-7).
The doctrine of holiness is not
to be taken lightly, nor is it to be

looked over with irreverent hearts
and eyes!! Understand that it is not
we ourselves who make us Holy,
but is the grace of God that makes
us Holy!!! Isaiah said, “But we are
all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags”
(Isa. 64:6).
Our personal notes of good,
our good moral conduct will not
grant us seats in heaven!! Only a
personal relationship with Jesus
will grant us access into heaven!!
Jesus said, “..I am the way [the
way of holiness], the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me” (John 14:6).
“And an highway shall be there,
and a way, and it shall be called
The way of holiness; the unclean
shall not pass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wayfaring men,
though fools, shall not err therein”
(Isa. 35:8).
Holiness is not something one
can attain by moral goodness!
Holiness can only be received by
the sanctifying power of the grace
of God! It is His blood that sanctifies us, Amen!! The Bible says,
“Husbands, love your wives, even
as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; That he
might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word,
That he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without
blemish” (Eph. 6:25-27).
Fellow Christians, let us receive
this doctrine with pure hearts and
accept His grace to make us holy!
Amen!
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MINISTERS
AND

TREASURERS
Please send your State Reports to
P. O. Box 500 Charleston, TN 37310
and your General Reports to
P. O. Box 450 Charleston, TN 37310.
Sister Wendy is no longer working at General
Headquarters, so please be sure that your
General Reports are sent separately
from your State Reports.
Also, please send your current
church tax exempt form to General
Headquarters by January 31, or
you will be charged sales tax on
your church orders.
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