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to attend the meeting. The night 
before the meeting, A. J. Tomlinson 
stayed in the home of W. F. Bry-
ant.  The next morning, before the 
meeting began, he felt the need to 
pray privately, and climbed to the 
top of Burger mountain and found 
a place to pray. He had prayed for 
an hour or more, weeping in pre-
vailing prayer with God. After this 
time of prayer, he descended the 
mountain and entered the meeting 
which had already begun. These 
are his words of what took place 
next: “...I then went down to the 
base of the mountain and entered 
into the meeting that had been 
called.  When I understood fully 
that those saintly people meant to 
stand for the whole Bible rightly 
divided, and take the New Testa-
ment as their only rule of faith and 
practice, it appealed to me, and 
I became very much interested 
at once. I asked many questions 
and Bible answers were given 
which perfectly satisfi ed all of my 
inquiries. I then said, THIS MEANS 
THAT IT IS THE CHURCH OF GOD. 
To this they assented. Thus was 
found (not founded) the Church 
of God of the Bible and prophecy 
that was destined to ‘Arise, shine; 
for thy light is come,’  in these last 
days. Then I ventured to ask if they 
would be willing to receive me in 
the church with the understanding 
that it IS the Church of God of 
the Bible. They were willing, and 
I took the covenant with sincerity 
and extreme sacredness never to 
be forgotten.”

Just as it was prophesied to take 
place in the Fields of the Wood, The 
Church of God, arose on this side 
of the “Dark Ages.” Since then, she 
has suff ered some major storms, 
but she is still sailing beautifully 
with the mighty wind of the Holy 
Ghost in her sails! And she is 
destined to reach the other side 
victoriously and safely! As our 
blessed former General Overseer 
A. J. Tomlinson said, “I see victory 
on top of victory for The Church 
of God.”

“For, behold, the darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross dark-
ness the people: but the LORD 
shall arise upon thee, and his glory 
shall be seen upon thee. And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising” (Isaiah 60:2, 3).

As the Scripture says God’s glory 
is upon Her, and the world will see 
Her light brightly shining and will 
come to Her rising. Church, we have 
been given the command to Arise 
Shine! Let us fullfi l this command 
and be committed to the great 
commission we have been given.

“And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen” (Matthew 
28:18-20).
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Is any among you af-
fl icted? let him pray. Is any 
merry? let him sing psalms. 
Is any sick among you? let 
him call for the elders of 
the church; and let them 
pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of 
the Lord: And the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise 
him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him. Confess 
your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The 
eff ectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth 
much. Elias was a man 
subject to like passions 
as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not 
rain: and it rained not on 
the earth by the space of 
three years and six months. 
And he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth her 

fruit” (James 5:13-18). 
In our latest Evening Light 

our General Overseer has 
a message entitled “What 
has prayer not done?” 
In this message there is 
a paragraph from E. M. 
Bounds, a great man of 
prayer. He wrote, “Prayer 
runs parallel with the will 
of God....it reaches up to 
heaven and brings heaven 
down to earth. Prayer has in 
its hands a double blessing. 
It rewards those who pray, 
and blesses those who are 
prayed for. It brings peace 
to warring passions and 
calms warring elements. 
Tranquility is the happy fruit 
of true praying. There is an 
inner calm that comes to 
persons who pray--and an 
outer calm as well. Prayer 
creates and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty-
-Honesty, gravity, integrity, 
and strength in character 
are natural and essential 
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fruits of prayer....true prayer links 
itself to the will of God, and runs 
in streams of concern, compassion, 
and intercession for humanity....
prayer girdles everyone and gives 
itself for the benefi t of everyone... 
The person who prays stands mid-
way between God and people.... 
Prayer holds in its grasp the move-
ments of the race of human beings, 
and embraces the destinies of 
people for all eternity. The king 
and the beggar are both aff ected 
by it. It touches heaven and moves 
earth.”

Sister Kim Taylor has challenged 
us every local church, every mem-
ber to having three days of prayer 
and fasting. Last night we had our 
second day of prayer and fasting 
meeting at Zion Hill, now our bod-
ies might have been weak, but the 
Spirit of prayer was strong and 
mighty through the Holy Ghost. 
We left the prayer service charged 
by the Spirit. I do believe that we 
will see results from our prayer and 
fasting and I can honestly say I feel 
the results in my soul already!

If we want to please the Lord 
and do His will, we must pray and 
fast! The Disciples were met with 
a situation: a young man having a 
devil in him which seemed, by the 
testimony of his father, to be trying 
to destroy him. Let’s read what the 
Bibles says.

“And when they were come to 
the multitude, there came to him 
a certain man, kneeling down to 
him, and saying, Lord, have mercy 

on my son: for he is lunatick, and 
sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth 
into the fi re, and oft into the water. 
And I brought him to thy disciples, 
and they could not cure him. 
Then Jesus answered and said, O 
faithless and perverse generation, 
how long shall I be with you? how 
long shall I suff er you? bring him 
hither to me. And Jesus rebuked 
the devil; and he departed out of 
him: and the child was cured from 
that very hour. Then came the 
disciples to Jesus apart, and said, 
Why could not we cast him out? 
And Jesus said unto them, Because 
of your unbelief: for verily I say 
unto you, If ye have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 
this mountain, Remove hence to 
yonder place; and it shall remove; 
and nothing shall be impossible 
unto you. Howbeit this kind goeth 
not out but by prayer and fasting” 
(Matthew 17:14-21). 

Surely we need to pray and 
fast, not for ourselves only, but 
those whom we will come in 
contact with who need deliver-
ance from powers of satan.

“Then Peter said, Silver and gold 
have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and 
walk” (Acts 3:6). 

We can only give of what 
we have of the Lord! Let us be 
sensitive to the Lord’s will and 
pray and fast to move heaven 
and earth!
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THE WORD OF GOD
Tennessee BTI Director — Anna Blaylock

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39). 

Have you ever been in a struggle, opened the Word, and felt it minister 
to your soul? It is quick (alive) and full of help straight from God. 

Have you been spending regular time in God's Word? If not, schedule a 
few minutes each day, and you will notice a diff erence in your spiritual life. 

Are you having trials, troubles, questions, or fears? 
Do you sometimes feel abandoned, hopeless, or confused? 
Do you sometimes feel distant from the Lord? 
Take some time to get into God's Word. The Lord can use the Word to 

speak to you during your times of need. The Word refreshes our spirits 
and gives us hope. If the answer you need doesn't immediately pop out 
at you while you are reading, don't give up! Continue to visit the Word, 
and it will comfort you. Your answer will come! Dig deep in the Word of 
God, dear brother or sister. Hold onto God and search the Scriptures. 
They testify of HIM... and they will minister to YOU!

THIS, OUR HERITAGE 
Tennessee CPMA Coordinator — Tim Blaylock

On June 14th, A.D.325 The 
Church of God fell into apostacy 
when it signed the Nicean Creed.  
The signing of the Creed plunged 
the Church into what is known as 
the “Dark Ages” in history. It had 
remained in the “Dark Ages” for 
1578 years, covered over by false 
doctrine and unscriptural practices, 
but it was prophesied to “arise” 
again and “shine” as she began 
to shake all of the debris of false 
doctrine and unscriptural practices 
off .  Her doctrine would once again 
be pure and holy as she would 
stand on God’s unadulterated 
Word, free from man’s opinions 

and ideologies, being led by the 
Holy Ghost; for He would be Her 
teacher and revealer of the truth.

“Arise, shine; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the LORD 
is risen upon thee” (Isaiah 60:1). 

“Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: 
we found it in the fi elds of the 
wood” (Psalms 132:6). 

On June 13th, 1903, a small 
group of people met in the home of 
W. F. Bryant, in what is now known 
as the “Fields of the Wood,” for the 
purpose of studying the Word of 
God to see if they could fi nd the 
Church of God. A man by the name 
of A. J. Tomlinson had been invited 
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